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CAOH 2026 Annual Scientific Conference 

 Location: Trinidad and Tobago 
 Theme: “The Next Decade of Cancer Care: Collaboration for Regional Impact” 

 

PLENARY SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME 

Main Venue: Hilton Trinidad and Conference Centre 

 

THURSDAY | 16 JULY 2026 

Vendor & Exhibitor Setup Day 

● 08:00 am onward: Vendor Exhibit Setup 

 

 

DAY 1 | FRIDAY 17 JULY 2026    

PLENARY PROGRAMME 

Moderator (Opening Ceremony): Ms. Melissa Pierre, CAOH Director. 
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Time Topic Speaker 

07:30 – 08:15 Registration & Exhibits  

08:30 – 08:35 Opening Prayer Cancer Survivor 

08:35 – 08:40 Welcome Dr. Marisa Nimrod,  

CEO- CAOH 

Trinidad & Tobago 

08:40 – 08:50 Clinical Chair Remarks  Dr. Dwight Lowe,  

Clinical Chair -CAOH 

Hematologist-Oncologist 

Jamaica 

08:50 - 08:55 The Consul General for the Commonwealth of 

The Bahamas to the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago 

Dr. Elaine Monica Davis, 

CAOH Patron 

08:55 – 09:00 Health, Social Inclusion and Social Protection 

Organization of Eastern Caribbean States 

(OECS) Commission 

Dr. Roxanne Brizan 

Programme Director  

St Martin 

 

09:00 - 09:10  Special Opening Remarks from the Directorate 

of Human and Social Development, CARICOM 

Secretariat 

Mrs. Helen Royer, 

Director, Human 

Development 

 

09:10 – 09:15 United Nations Global Compact  Mrs. Joanna Kazana- 

United Nations Resident 

Coordinator in Trinidad 

and Tobago 

09:15 - 09:30 Barriers to Cancer Care: The Insurance 

Industry's Role in Expanding Access Through 

Collaboration  

Mr. Anderson Bisnath, 

Vice President, Insurance 

Operations, Guardian Life 
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09:30 – 09:35 CAOH’s Progress from 2025-26 Dr. Marisa Nimrod, CEO 

09:35 - 09:40  Greetings from The Caribbean Public Health 

Agency (CARPHA) 

Dr. Lisa Indar, Executive 

Director 

09:40 – 10:00 KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Designing Equitable, Value-Based Cancer 

Care: Lessons for the Next Decade 

Dr. Arif Kamal, Chief 

Patient Officer, The 

American Cancer Society 

10:00 – 10:20 Coffee Break & Official Photo Session 

MOU Signing with CARPHA 

LIME Photography 

SESSION 2 – BREAST CANCER 

Moderator: Dr. Chris Fosker, Bermuda 

Time Topic Speaker  

10:20 – 10:40 Reading Breast Cancer Evidence for Regional 

Impact (ASCO) Virtual  

Saroj Niraula MBBS, MD, MSc, 

FRCPC 

Clinical Associate Professor, Canada 

10:40 – 11:00 Translating Research into Clinical Practice for 

High Risk Early Stage HR+/Her2- Breast 

Cancer in the Caribbean - The True Cost of 

Limited Access 

    Dr. Dwight Lowe, Hematologist-

Oncologist, Jamaica 

11:00 – 11:20 "Restoring More Than Form: Breast 

Reconstruction, Emotional Healing, and 

Survivorship" 

Dr. Lyronne Oliver, Consultant 

Breast Surgeon, Trinidad and 

Tobago 

11:20 – 11:40 Early Triple Negative Breast Cancer: Local 

Challenges to Modern Management. 

Dr. Cemonne Nixon, Medical 

Oncologist, Trinidad and Tobago 

11:40 – 12:00 Q&A  
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| 12:00 – 01:00 | Lunch & Poster Presentations | 

 

SESSION 3 – GASTROINTESTINAL & HEAD/NECK CANCERS 

Moderator: Prof. Gilian Wharfe, Hematologist- Oncologist, Jamaica 

Time Topic Speaker 

01:00 – 01:20 Colorectal Cancer  Dr. Visham Bhagaloo, Medical 

Oncologist, Trinidad and 

Tobago 

01:20 – 01:40 Upper GI Malignancies (ASCO) Virtual Dr. Yelena Y. Janjigian MD, 

Memorial Sloan Kettering, USA. 

01:40 – 02:00 Systemic Therapy of Pancreatic Cancer- 

Current Standards and Recent Advances 

(ASCO) 

Dr. Kavi Capildeo, Medical 

Oncologist, Trinidad and 

Tobago 

02:00 – 02:20 An Overview of Head & Neck Cancer Dr. Wendell Dwarika, Consultant 

Surgeon, Trinidad and Tobago 

02:20 – 02:40 Surgery for Pancreatic Cancer: Effect of 

Subspecialty Training on Clinical Outcomes 

Prof. Shamir Cawich, Consultant 

HPB Surgeon. 

Trinidad and Tobago / Belize 

02:40 – 03:00 Q & A  

 

| 03:00 – 03:20 | Coffee Break | 

 

SESSION 4 – Palliative Care Workshop  

Moderator: Mrs. Nicole Dyer-Griffith            

Time Topic Speaker 
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03:20 – 04:20 Symptom Management in an Opioid-Limited 

Setting 

Dr. Astra Chang-Ramsden, 

Palliative Care Consultant. 

(Trinidad and Tobago) 

04:20 – 05:20 Communication Workshop Dr. Arif Kamal, American 

Cancer Society 

04:20 – 04:50 Summary  Mrs. Nicole Dyer-Griffith 

CEO Healing Hub 

04:50 – 05:00 Closing Remarks Dr. Marisa Nimrod 

CEO - CAOH  

DAY 2 | SATURDAY 18 JULY 2026 

PLENARY PROGRAMME 

SESSION 5 – HAEMATOLOGY & PAEDIATRIC ONCOLOGY 

Venue: Main Ballroom 

Moderator: Dr. Dwight Lowe Hematologist-Oncologist (Jamaica) 

Time Topic Speaker 

08:00 – 09:00 Registration & Exhibits  

09:00 – 09:10 Welcome Remarks  Dr. Marisa Nimrod, CEO 

09:10 – 09:30 CAR T Cell Therapy: Redefining the Oncology 

Landscape  

Dr. Adolfo de la Fuente,  

Hematologist, MD Anderson, 

Spain 

09:30 – 09:50 Regional Collaboration in Research with 

International Associations 

Dr. Cheryl Alexis, Medical 

Oncologist, Barbados 

09:50 – 10:10 Innovations in Bone Marrow Transplantation 

and Hematologic Cancer Care in HIV patients. 

Dr. Marco A. Ruiz, Medical 

Oncologist, USA. 

10:10 – 10:30 The New Era of Newly Diagnosed Multiple 

Myeloma: The Pathway of Functional Cure. 

Dr. Maria Victoria Mateos 

Haematologist, Spain 
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10:30 – 10:50 Survivorship in Children: Life after Leukemia Dr. Kevon Dindial, Consultant 

Pediatric Oncologist, Trinidad  

10:50 – 11:10 Q&A  

11:10 – 11:30 Coffee Break  

 

SESSION 6 – INNOVATIONS IN DIAGNOSIS & TREATMENT 

Moderator: Dr. Wesley Greaves, Consultant Pathologist  

Time Topic Speaker 

11:30 – 11:50 Precision Oncology in the Caribbean  Dr. Carika Weldon 

Bermuda 

11:50 – 12:10 Innovating for Access: Delivering Specialist 

Oncology Care in a Generalist Environment 

Dr. Chris Fosker, 

Oncologist, Bermuda 

12:10 – 12:30 Somatic Testing: A Key in Precision Oncology Sara Manuela Gil 

Hernández, Pathologist, 

Panama 

12:30 – 12:50 Q&A  

 

| 12:50 – 01:50 | Lunch & Poster Presentations | 

 

SESSION 7 – UROLOGY & GYNAE-ONCOLOGY 

Moderator: Professor Hubert Daisley, Consultant Pathologist 

Time Topic Speaker 

01:50 – 02:10 Updates in Prostate Cancer: From Evidence to 

Everyday Care in the Caribbean (ASCO) Virtual  

Rajasree Pia Chowdry, MD 

Associate Professor of 

Clinical Medicine- 

Hematology / Medical 
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Oncology, LSU Health New 

Orleans 

02:10 – 02:30 Modernizing the Hematuria Clinic in the 

Caribbean 

Dr. Sharaz Mohammed, 

Consultant Urologist 

(Trinidad and Tobago)  

02:30 – 02:50 Cervical Cancer and Baby Friendly Chemo. Dr. Wayne Quinlan, Gynae-

Oncologist, Trinidad 

02:50 – 03:10 Precision, Personalization and Progress: 

Ovarian and Endometrial Cancer in 2026. 

Dr. Troy Gatcliffe,  

Gynae-Oncologist 

Health City, Cayman Islands. 

03:10 – 03:30 Coffee Break  

SESSION 8 – MEDICINAL CANNABIS (SESSION B)        

Moderators:  Dr. Anthony Pottinger and Dr. Sachin Dookie  

Time Topic Speaker 

03:30 – 03:50 Cannabinoids and Plant-Derived Therapeutics: 

Emerging Applications in Supportive 

Oncology Care 

Mr. Valin Bodie, Plant 

Biotechnologist • Tissue Culture 

Laboratory Director • 

Environmental Scientist, 

Bahamas/USA 

03:50 – 04:10 Product Development & Quality Dr Garfield Alexander CEO of 

St Kitts & Nevis Medical 

Cannabis Authority. 

04:10 – 04:30 Medicinal Cannabis Economics Dr. Kadamawe Knife, 

Economist UWI School of 

Business, Jamaica 

04:30 - 04:45 Q & A Panel Mr. Abidan Tafari, Jamaica 

04:45 - 04:50 Closing Remarks Dr. Marisa Nimrod 
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DAY 3 | SUNDAY 19 JULY 2026 

PLENARY PROGRAMME 

SESSION 9 – LUNG CANCER, NUTRITION AND FINANCE  

Moderator: Dr. Sarah Olivieri - Medical Director of SFFBH 

Time Topic Speaker 

07:00 – 08:30 Registration & Exhibits  

08:30 – 08:50 Epidemiology of Lung Cancer in Trinidad and 

Tobago 

Mr. Ian Ramnarine 

Cardiothoracic- Surgeon 

Trinidad and Tobago 

08:50 – 09:10 Burden of Cancer in Tobago Professor Hubert Daisley, 

Chair of North West 

Regional Health Authority 

09:10 – 09:30 Evidence-Based Practice for Nutritional Care of 

Patients with Cancer 

Dr. Jillian Hyttenhove,  

PhD Nutrition 

USA 

09:30 – 09:50 Eye Screening for pathological conditions Mr. Cameron Joseph, Senior 

Optometrist, Courts Optical. 

09:50 – 10:10 Financial Wellness and Wealth Planning: 

Protecting Families through Life’s Uncertainties 

Mr. John P. Clarke, General 

Manager, Wealth 

Management, Republic 

Bank Ltd. 

10:10 – 10:30 Q&A  

10:30 – 10:50 Coffee Break  

 

SESSION 10 – CANCER IN THE WORKPLACE & SURVIVORSHIP 

Moderator: Ms. Chalyse Attong, Attorney-at-Law 
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Time Topic Speaker 

10:50 – 11:10 The Equal Opportunity Act: Protections for 

Persons Living with Illness and Disability 

Mrs. Adele Ramlogan, Attorney 

at Law 

Equal Opportunities Commission 

11:10 – 11:30 Occupational Health and Cancer Dr. Mitra Maharaj, Occupational 

Health Consultant 

11:30 – 11:50 From Protocol to Encounter: How Care 

Transforms Us 

Dr. Maria Cecilia Aponte, Health 

Service Manager, Panama 

11:50 – 12:10 Guideline-Concordant Survivorship Care  Dr. Crystal Delinger, CEO, 

National Comprehensive Cancer 

Network 

12:10 – 12:20 Q & A  

12:20 – 12:30 Closing Remarks & Vote of Thanks   Dr. Marisa Nimrod 

 

12:30 – 01:30 Lunch  

 

PARALLEL BREAKOUT PROGRAMME - POLICY Planning 

(Runs concurrently with plenary sessions – separate registration badge) 

 

DAY 1 – FRIDAY (Panel and Discussion) 

AM Session CARPHA & OECS 

 

Moderator: TBD 

Room 1 – Pharmaceutical Tendering & Supply Chains  



 

 

Created by Dr. Marisa Nimrod, CEO, CAOH 2026 Agenda. 

Time: 10: 20 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

● Regional Pharmaceutical Procurement Models - Mr. Francis Burnett, OECS (20 mins) 

 

● Medicines, Quality Assurance and Pharmacovigilance in Oncology Care: Strengthening 

Patient Safety Across the Caribbean – Ms. Nicole Ennis and Dr. Chantelle Bailey, 

CARPHA (90 mins) 

 

Moderator: Ms. Melissa Pierre, Director CAOH 

PM Session United Nations Global Compact/ESG 

Room 1 – Health Policy, Health Economics & Access 

Time: 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

● National Cancer Plans: Lessons Learned & Implementation Gaps: Mrs. Nkese Felix, 

Cancer Registrar. 

 

● Health, Protection and Partnerships: Building More Resilient HealthCare Systems - 

Guardian Group: Mr. Anderson Singh  

 

DAY 2 – SATURDAY (Panel Discussions) 

 

AM Session 

Room 1 – Guardian Group  

Time: 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

● Financial Management Workshop 

 


